The Evolution of Westhoughton Local History Group

1980’s
Westhoughton Local History

Workshop Sessions

2004

W.E.A. Westhoughton Local
History Courses begin (20 - 30
attendees)
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Learning’ 'Life

WORKERS' EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION

North West Region
Registered Charity 314001

The Friendly Way to Learn

DEAR LEARNER...

Information for all new and
continuing learners on WEA
courses

2007

Pretoria centenary painting
commissioned by WLHG

2012
WLHG plays major role in
Bicentenary of Burning of
Westhoughton Mill

1990’s

Westhoughton Local History
Workshop Sessions ( 10-12
attendees

2005

Westhoughton Local History
Group established (first meeting
20t July)

2010

WLHG plays major role in town’s
commemoration of Pretoria
centenary
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The Evolution of Westhoughton Local History Group

2014
WLHG receives “Certificate of

Achievement” from
Westhoughton Town Council

2018
First edition of “The Howfen

Herald” (on - line newsletter)

Periodic News from Westhoughton Local History Group
Issue No.2 ~ April 2018

With each passing day, we read more and more about communities and organisations
throughout the land planning to mark the centenary of the 1918 Armistice Day in
diverse ways, and this simply emphasises the importance of our current major project,
which we have entitled: Westhoughton in the Wake of World War 1.

In the inaugural issue of The Howfen Herald, we outlined our key objectives in some
detail, which are, in a nutshell, our attempts to paint as comprehensive a picture as
possible of life in Westhoughton from the end of the Great War, through the
deprivations of the 1920s, culminating in The General Strike of 1926.

Whilst it will certainly be important to pay further homage to those Westhoughton
men who made the ultimate sacrifice, we are also attempting to learn more about
those who served in the war, but survived, and went on to contribute to the
community in various ways, Slowly but surely, the research being done by our sub-
committee is yielding some fascinating stuff, but again we appeal to our wider
membership to contribute anything which may be of interest with regard to life in
Westhoughton during the years in focus.

h at least some women had just won the vote, there is no evidence n_( that in this picture! This
Sz:‘.’."‘f.m group of gentlemen were all members of the (rather substantiall) Westhoughton Peace
('amn?lnn’ who organised the famed 'Public Ox-roast’ to celebrate the end of hostilities in 1918. Clearly, the
ox's head wasn't roasted, but mounted as some form of trophy, to be saved for posterity... or was it?

2024
Average attendance reaches 80

2017
Death of WLHG president Pam

Clarke: Unveiling of
Westhoughton Timeline
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2019
Major WLHG project:

Westhoughton’s Links to the
Peterloo Massacre

2020

Covid lockdowns: WLHG
meetings held via Zoom

2021

Major renovations at
Westhoughton Library: WLHG
forced to find temporary homes

2025

20t Anniversary of WLHG;
350 members;
3000 Facebook followers




Westhoughton Local History Group

Activities

* Publications WESTHOUGHT®N &

Westhough
Vesthoughton THE GREAT WAR

Town Trail
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e Exhibitions

* Websites

www.westhoughtonlocalhistorypresentationsandphotos.com
www.westhoughtonlocalhistorygroup.com
www.facebook.com/groups/WesthoughtonlLocalHistoryGroup

https://wlhg.lacs.org.uk



http://www.westhoughtonlocalhistorypresentationsandphotos.com/
http://www.westhoughtonlocalhistorygroup.com/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/WesthoughtonLocalHistoryGroup
https://wlhg.lacs.org.uk/

Westhoughton Local History Group

Achievements

* Blue plaques

DESIGNED IN 1903 BY
BRADSHAW & GASS AND BUILT OF
RUABON TERRACOTTA BRICKS. IT HAS
A CLOCK TOWER, OCTAGONAL BELL
TOWER, COPPER DOME AND GLOBE
THE COUNCIL CHAMBER FEATURES
STAINED GLASS WINDOWS
o AND FRESCOES

&,
GUG""GA‘.(\-A sToRY ©
LOCAL MIS

EAT OF THE

Plans for
Expansion

THE BUILDING, FUNDED
BY THE CARNEGIE TRUST AND
LOCAL COUNCIL, OPENED IN 1506 TO
PROVIDE FREE BOOKS AND A LECTURE
HALL FOR THE TOWNSPEOPLE.
IT NOW ALSO HOLDS AN EXTENSIVE
LOCAL HISTORY ARCHIVE
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ON THE 24™ APRIL 1812,
THE LOOMS OF A STEAM-POWERED
MILL, BUILT ACROSS FROM HERE IN
1803-4, WERE SMASHED, AND THE MILL
SET ALIGHT BY LUDDITE RIOTERS,
4 OF WHOM WERE HANGED,
AND 9 TRANSPORTED TO
F AUSTRALIA FOR 3
”.'.8 7 YEARS. 5_'0‘
ConTEna, MORNT
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